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he Imvnerial Vallev Farm Workers Service Center was active in the fight for 


better wages and working conditions for farm workers during 1962-1963, Phis 
eroup worked under the direction of Ralph Perez and Joe Retes right in the 
growers private little kinzdome Known to all as the Imperial Valleys of 
California. The organization was set up on the same lines as the Oxnard Farm 
Workers Service Center and they exchanged ideas on how best to serve the farm 


workers. 


The main function of the IVFWSC was to educate the workers on their rights and 
also on the need to organize, Meetings were held when ever and where ever we 
were able to find a meeting hall. &@As soon as people found out what we were 
doing, meeting halls became hard to come bv 


> 


Much of owr time was spent on the border talking to workers who crossed by 
the thousands from Mexicali in hopes of finding work for the day. Many workers 
were left every day with out work and whenever we could find enough transportation 
we would form caravans and transvort the workers to fields that were loaded with 
Braceros and demand the jobs. In this way we were able to replace many Braceros, 
In one carrot field alone we were able to remove 100 braceres in a single day, 
- 

l 


n the Imperial Valley this i ke moveing mountains, The man in charge of the 
field was determind not to take he workers we had taken to the field but 

soon changed his tune when we told him that the few domestic workers he had 

the field were set to strike if he refused us work and that wovld leave him 

out anv workers at all including the braceros who would have to be removed 

cause of a trike. He verv meekly arreed to take all the workers we had and 

also to start sendine a truck every mornine to pick un workers in "EL HOYO" where 
the workers cathered every morning. The Hovo is also the city dump, this erea 


is set 


aside for the farm workers to eather in hones that thev can catch 2a bus 
that will take them to work. Thi ; where the city fathers of Celérico think 
thet farm workers belone. We had caravans to all varts of the Valley and were 


succesful in placing many workers on farms that o then had only braceros. 


Our relationship with Farm Plagement was not bad considering the area we were in, 
e 


There was one representetive lacement office in Calexico that even 
told the workers that their onlv hove t io7 a Union. He would also give us 
information as to what grower was employing the most braceros on a given day 

and on several occasions I overheard him tell growers that they would ha 


hire any domestic that applied for a job or else he would see to it that 
ir 


would lose the braceros, 


Many workers in the Imperial Valley refused to register with Farm Placement 
because they felt that it was a waste of time. The practice of the growers 


was to have the go to farm placement for screanting then to the association for mdSf*sé* 
more screaning and the well known run areund, If this was not enough to discourage 

the worker the growers would then be sure to pace him with a crack bracero 

crew, this would in most cases be enough and the worker would lokk elswhere for 

work, Because of this, most workers prefered to take their chances with the 

labor contractors. Because of this we felt that it would be a good idea to 

try to get the labor contractors to sign a contract wi the Cent We were 

in fact succesful in signing two contracts in the In ] 
with Angel Sotelo and the next with Emiliano 


contracts in Winton, Near Merced, with Boyd 


Mt one time farm placement rens. alexico claimed that the reason that workers 


would not register with them was hecause thev were all workin r. ecause of th 

statement we were able to vresusde manv workers to ¢ t farm vilacement and 

recister FAF*H#*APE on r day that they were left without work. One dav we flooded 

the farm vlacement Calexico with over 200 workers. These were refered 

to the ITIVFA, 17 ; Fol ) j } ch withe the refersal were soon discouraced 
the associ ion. A ha f harder do = workers into farm vnliscement 

they were : ? rs , ’ if we tol ; that we were goine to tet 
to vet them gate hi pared ; a was the most osfy of our ovnveration as 
we would alwavs cet iol Fe the workers in t¢ aye 1 beleive that manv 


erowers } } ~ } 4 ‘ ure connected tn some wav wi + 1 farm nisrament Ty fact 


one erower ) . “ } found that we were not, he neccused us of imnersensatins 


farm pnlacement rens 


The IVFWSC also tried to heln Braceros who had heen hurt in } => country and sent 
home without vrover medical attention. There are manv cases of ¢ sort of thine, 
Manv ex-<braceros can he f in Mevicali some with the lose of n eve others 


I : , 


th resennaneratoryv silmente =z many other Inac and iniuries th: should hea 


taken care of here. T are left without a h sand svnend +} r time hecc 
looking for someone to hel them, We had a case f man 


country anda mc woorkine _ 427.4 
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